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m’ Ancestry.com's Social Security Death Index lists over 72 million names dating from as early as the
1930s. Compiled from the Social Security Administrations Master Death File, this searchable database
=== 1 is a good starting point for those beginning their genealogy.

Tips for using the SSDI

Most of the names listed in the Social Security Death Index date from the 1960s. Though the Social
Security Act was created in 1935, a computer system for reporting death benefit claims did not exist
until 1962.

Keep in mind that the Social Security Death Index does not list every person who received Social
Security Benefits. This index only lists deaths that were actually reported to the Social Security
Administration.

Once youve found the name of a relative, you can request a copy of the full Social Security report from
the Social Security Administration. Just click on Order original application to send for a copy of your
ancestors original Social Security information. You can also use the information in this index to obtain
birth, death, and employment records.

Get some extra help
Important information isnt always obvious at first. If you think you might be missing something, have a
look at our question and answer page.

Source Information:
Social Security Administration. Social Security Death Index, Master File. Orem, UT: Ancestry, Inc., 2000.
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