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As we pass the grotto near the church at Lake
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fond memories of our parents and grandparents.
This grotto, dedicated to Our Lady of Lourdes in
remembrance of the men who died in the war, was
built of stone in the spring of 1847 under the engineer-
ing of Mike Abel who had mastered the art of stone
masonry 5o many years before,

MICHAEL ABEL JR.

By Rose Marie Gallais

Michael Abel Jr. was born on August 6, 1910, the
second son of Michael Abel Sr. and Anna Gaetz. Like
his older brother, John, and sister, Frances, and

brother, Joseph, he was born at the home
place situated on NE 12-40-21 W2.

Mike took his schooling at Taylor and Stuckel
schools. He took his later grades at Lake Lenore
where he boarded with the Joe Linz and Mike Gaetz
{amilies. While going to school there, Mike was one
of Father Bernard's faithful mass servers. He says
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that he served mass often, sometimes twice in one
day.
1t was also in these later school years that Mike

family
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winters he went to the Carrot River district to do
bush work, one of these was working for John Voelk

at Clemenceau. The ‘winters he spent in On-
tario at & pulp mill. In 1949-50 and 1950-51 he decid-
ed to go west and worked at Port Alberni as a lumber
grader in a planer mill.

The poor health of his father in 1951 made Mike
decide to take over the farm and he farmed it until
1982, For health reasons, Mike decided to take it a



