purchased otherwise. This kitchen must also have
seen many jars of and jellies, crocks of
butter, rings of homemade
“wurst" and barrels of salted meat. I guess “‘Gram-
pa'’ Abel used to salt the meat so intensely

times you had to cook the “hell” out of it before it
could be eaten! He maintained that an egg had to
float on top of the brine or it wasn't sal

Ymmhmmcmlmuwdezm

believed that the pork had to be fat; ﬂnflltaﬂiu
better. le.hlt':whlhmd
crnhln

when the winds blew
each winter
UndeJuhnlndUnﬂeMlkemllmmln-
teresting happenings. It seems the woodpeckers
were numerous. Early in the morning they used to
come and peck at the roof of the log house. When
they had

rheirhghmlua!nllown A skunk had apparent-
ly dug its way under the house via the opening that

mmmwmmmmmuuuuumm
fall. Anna was nominated to go down into the cellar
with the lantern. She was to try and chase the in-
truder out. The frightened animal made its way back
up to where it had entered. As it crawled out through
the hole, Mike hit it over the head with a club and
killed it. He said it didn’t even stink, but I really
wonder what would have happened if he had miss-
ed! The incident created a lot of laughs. Afterwards,
Anna was always a little cautious whenever she had
bnodownhhﬁnodhrmfurmdmahnws

in.
uuwmmmmehﬂm onmuzz
1908, a son, John, was born. He was followed by Mike
on August 6, 1910. A daughter, Frances, arrived on
December 10, 1913, and eight years later, on October
ﬂJuaphmbwu All four were born at home with
“Tante Hoffman" as midwife,

The children went to Taylor School which then
wuumhdmnu!lcmw:sunﬂamm

next attended Stuckel School. For several years,
Mike and Frances boarded in Lake Lenore and at-
tended school there. Joe also went to Solo School.

In 1910, Michael added to his farm by purchas-
ing the NW 13-40-21 which was crown land. In 1924, he
bought his first tractor, a 153 McCormick. Mike
broke the tractor in well as it was in this same same year
that he purchased and opened all of the E 13-40-21,
Mwmahmhdnhwmmaplp
and some chickens, he was considered mainly a
grain farmer,

In 1930 the old log house was torn down and
replaced by a large new home built by Con Dahmer
of St. Brieux.

Mike enjoyed music. He had played the trumpet
in a family band in the States. In Canada, Mike
became a member of a band under the direction of

Grandma Abel's 90th Birthday. (L to R): Florence
(éumbd.l.mm‘ . Mike Jr., John and Lib-
y Al

John Gaetz, his father-in-law. They played for sheer
enjoyment, for church picnies and for some dances,
Later his sons, John and Mike, joined the band with
Johnplaytughmammhbnrltm Mike Gaetz
took over the leadership of the band.

Mike was also an ardent ballplayer. Other
mbmfurtbenﬁghhrhmdhlﬂmmme

Frank and Mike Gaetz, Dewey, Bill and Bob
Walker, Bill Gerwing, Tom Rowe and Mort
Hnmmhqﬂwmlmmm
teams and once played a Saskatoon team. To the sur-
prise of the opposition, the Lake Lenore team beat
them quite handily.

‘The Abel pasture was the site of several Ladies’
Aid picnics and softball tournaments in summer. In
?Mmltmh?h?smmmmm

was home-ice for the “Rangers.” John,
Mike Jr. and their brother-in-law, Laurenz Zurburg
played on this team, as well as Joe and Matt Stuckel,
Joe\'edrm.aﬂulphnmbh Fred Lefebvre, Ed and

MmhmdAHrodHnynar Moppwlﬁon
wal from D-yluiwd St. Brieux, Lake Lenore and

mmnupmifutdulnfuln;g%mmdhm
even after his retirement. He also spent
hours in his fruit garden. e
Mike Abel took sick with cancer in the late for-
ties, and on June 30, 1952, he passed away in St.
Ellnheﬂunupimatlhemnﬂ!m He was
buried in the Lake Lenore
&nmcnnﬁundlnllvaonmeramﬂyhmwlth
her son, Mike. In January of 1981 she moved to St.
Mary's Villa and passed away on August 6, 1982, She
had attained the grand age of 98 years, ane month and
19 days. She lived to see the fifth generation of the
Mlkaa\hel!nmny She too was buried in Lake

miamwuhkmwerbytbethmmwho




